Storrs is now much in demand as a lecturer. This was the On praise result of his book Orientations, 'The reverse of this remark- ofcontem-able obverse is the political notoriety which brings upon me poraries shoals of invitations to speak in public. This time last year, if I addressed four or five hundred serious people on an important subject, no newspaper gave me a single line. Now any casual remarks flung at a chance charwoman, two men and a boy, get half a column in The Times. No more pleasure in all that, than displeasure in previous silences.'
There are forms of logrolling which may well be ques-rttioned; there is, however, a natural urge to sound the trumpet for that which wins our wholehearted admiration. Ethel Smyth wrote in this spirit on Maurice Baring, Rose Macaulay on E. M. Forster. Dame Ethel was accused of being altogether uncritical in her attitude. I liked the frank warmth of her tribute and told her so; I am for those who do what they like. Dame Ethel replied:
My dear Sir William,
I cannot tell you but I believe you can imagine my joy over your letter—not only because of your warm appreciation of my Baring book—do I not know that you always see what one is aiming at and are ever generous with your appreciation?—but also because, like myself, the Cambridge idea of reviewing—which practically is the habit of detrimentalizing —is a thing which infuriates you. These idiots! How strange that they don't see how much easier pouncing on an author's faults, or lacks, is than any other part of a reviewer's job! Does life teach them nothing?—For instance, how cheap, what a confession of smallness of soul it is as soon as you mention anybody, almost, to run off a list of their faults. As if we don't all of us know each other's faults! But if you are by a way of admiring or being fond of a personality, how ugly, how unseemly to insist on the defects! And how cowardly too! For this spirit is the child of a dread not to be thought clever and critical. (At this point though not really applicable occurs to me that remark of Goethe's, quoted by 285

